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Press Release





April 2010
Local Named Adult Finalist in Boyne Valley Honey National Art Competition

April 2010: Jean Kenny from Gorey in Co. Wexford has beaten off creative competition to be announced as one of February’s adult finalists in the Boyne Valley Honey Book of Kells National Art Competition.

Jean produced a bespoke work of art based on the brief of using inspiration from either the Book of Kells itself, the monks who wrote and illustrated the tome, or life in the 9th century. Speaking about her entry, Jean said,

“I was really excited about getting involved with this competition, I sat down with my piece of art on and off over a period of three months and I became really engrossed! The concept of my painting was to create a tribute to the Chi Rho carpet page of the Book of Kells using natural materials like seeds, feathers and pieces of plants, choosing them based on their textural quality and colour”
The judges commented: “Jean really showed great commitment to the brief, and his work of art stands out due to its level of finesse and stylistic virtuosity, she really made the brief her own and the whole Boyne Valley Honey team were really pleased and impressed with the thought, time and effort Jean put in!” 
Miriam O’ Callaghan who helped to launch the competition in September commented: “It’s a great initiative. The judges have been choosing monthly finalists based on creativity, individuality and real pride in work. The Book of Kells is a national, visual treasure, and this has been reflected in the many various pieces of art we have received”
The Grand Prize winners will be announced mid April when Miriam O'Callaghan will present prizes of three Fine Art Facsimile copies of the Book of Kells worth (US)$20,000.
Judges include; Malachy McCloskey of the Boyne Valley Honey Company; Des Egan, renowned poet; Robin Adams, College Librarian and Archivist, Trinity College; Edward McPartland, Fellow Emeritus, History of Art, Trinity College.

See www.boynevalleyhoneyart.com  for further details / to enter or check us out on Facebook / Bebo.
-ends-

For more information / images / interviews,  please contact Deirdre.hynds@bespokewithdirection.jwt.ie / 
niamh.sullivan@bespokewithdirection.ie 
01 665 1950
 Notes to editors:
Painting in oils, watercolours, drawings, tapestries, screen printing, embroidery, photography etc. will all qualify

Each entry must be accompanied by three Book of Kells tokens from jars of Boyne Valley Honey

Closing Date is Feb 28th 2010
