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Press Release





January 2010
St. Jarleth Students Named Secondary School Finalists in National Art Competition
January 2010: German exchange students; Kacper Borkowski and Ludwig Maisel have beaten off creative competition to be jointly announced as December secondary school finalists in the Boyne Valley Book of Kells National Art Competition.

Kacper and Ludwig both produced bespoke works of art based on the brief of using inspiration from either the Book of Kells itself, the monks who wrote and illustrated the tome, or life in the 9th century. Speaking about his picture, Ludwig said,

“I was particularly interested in the idea of symmetry and balance that underpins the style of The Book of Kells, I was interested in recreating this. I spent about two weeks on my painting, and as I am a German exchange student I worked on the details during my Irish class, I used pens and ink for my work of art, and I used Celtic books to research imagery.”
Malachy McCloskey, founder and chairman of the Boyne Valley Honey Company and judge commented: “I really liked how Ludwig and Kacper both took the time to look at the Celtic fretwork and intricate patterning used in The Book of Kells, and then produced two paintings that are reminiscent of the tome, but very much made their own due to their utilisation of colours and images. We are delighted to make them one of our December finalists”
St. Jarleths College in Co. Galway now goes forward to the final held in March 2010, and is in with a chance to win a Fine Art Facsimile copy of the Book of Kells worth (US)$20,000.

Boyne Valley Honey is encouraging families to get creative in the New Year there are still two chances left with finalists being announced each month from now until March 2010.
Three Fine Art Facsimiles of The Book of Kells worth €20,000 each will be presented to the primary and secondary winning schools and to the individual from the third level and adult category, with runners up receiving cash prizes of €100, €250 and €500.

Miriam O’ Callaghan who helped to launch the competition in September commented: “It’s a great initiative. The judges are looking for creativity, individuality and real pride in work. The Book of Kells is a national, visual treasure, so we expect exciting works of art to be created!”
Judges include; Malachy McCloskey, founder and chairman of the Boyne Valley Honey Company; Des Egan, renowned poet; Robin Adams, College Librarian and Archivist, Trinity College; Edward McPartland, Fellow Emeritus, History of Art, Trinity College.

The culmination of the competition will be an exhibition of winning entries, with winners being presented their prizes by Miriam O’ Callaghan.

See www.boynevalleyhoneyart.com  for further details / to enter or check us out on Facebook / Bebo.
-ends-

For more information / images / interviews, please contact Deirdre.hynds@bespokewithdirection.jwt.ie 
niamh.sullivan@bespokewithdirection.ie 
01 665 1950
 Notes to editors:
Painting in oils, watercolours, drawings, tapestries, screen printing, embroidery, photography etc. will all qualify

Each entry must be accompanied by three Book of Kells tokens from jars of Boyne Valley Honey

Closing Date is Feb 28th 2010
